RELIGION VS. THE GOSPEL

Religion

| obey-therefore I'm accepted.

Motivation Is based on fear and Insecurity.
| obay God in order to get things from God.

Whean circumstances in my life go wrong, | am angry
at God or my self, since | bellave, like Job's friends
that anyone who is good desarves a comfortable life.

Whan | am criticized | am furious or devastated
because it is critical that | think of myseif as a ‘good
person’. Threats to that seif-image must be destroyad
at all costs.

My prayer life consists largaly of petition and it
only heats up when | am In a time of need. My main
purpose in prayer is control of the environmant.

My self-view swings batween two poles. If and when |
am living up to my standards, | feel confident, but then
| am prone to be proud and unsympathetic to falling
people. if and when | am not living up to standards, |
feel insecure and inadequate. I'm not confident. | feel
like a fallure,

My identity and saif-worth are based mainly on how
hard | work. Or how moral | am, and so | must look
down on those | parceive as lazy or immoral. | disdain
and feal superior to ‘the other.'

Since | look to my own pedigree or parformance for
my spiritual accaptability, my heart manufactures
Idols. It may be my talents, my moral record, my
personal discipline, my social status, ste. | absolutely
have to have them so they serve as my main hope,
meaning, happiness, security, and significance,
whatever | may say | belleve about God.

| abey God to get to God-to delight and resembie Him.

When clreumstances In my life go wrong, | struggle
but | know all my punishment fell on Jesus and that
while he may allow this for my training, he will exercise
his Fatherly love within my trial.

When | am criticized | struggle, but It Is not eritical for
me to think of myseif as a ‘good person.' My identity
is not built on my record or my performance but on
God’s love for me in Christ. | can take criticlsm.

My prayer life consists of generous stretches of praise
and adaoration. My main purposa is fellowship with Him.
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My self-view |s not based on a view of my self as

a moral achiever. In Christ | am “simul iustus et
peccator"—simultansously sinful and yet accepted
in Christ. | am so bad he had to die for me and | am
so loved he was glad to die for me. This leads me to
deeaper and deeper humility and confidence at the
same time. Neither swaggering nor sniveling.

My identity and salf-worth are centered on the one
who died for His enemies, who was excluded from the
city for me. | am saved by sheer grace. So | can't look
down on thosa who belleve or practice something
differant from me. Only by grace | am what | am. I've
no inner nead to win arguments.

| have many good things In my life—family, work,
spiritual disciplines, ete. But nona of these good
things ars ultimats things to me. None of them are
things | absolutaly have to have, so thers Is a limit to
how much anxiety, bittarness, and despondency thay
can inflict on me when they are threatenad and lost.




What are your feelings about the difference between religion and the gospel?

Looking at the contrast between the two, is there anything that is true of your own heart?

Is there anything you would like to change?

Since it is through God’s kindness, then it is not by their good works. For in that case,
God'’s grace would not be what it really is—free and undeserved. Romans 11:6

God saved you by his grace when you believed. And you can't take credit for this; it is
a gift from God. Salvation is not a reward for the good things we have done, so none
of us can boast about it. Ephesians 2:8-9

We are made right with God by placing our faith in Jesus Christ. And this is true for
everyone who believes, no matter who we are. For everyone has sinned; we all fall
short of God'’s glorious standard. Yet God, in his grace, freely makes us right in his
sight. He did this through Christ Jesus when he freed us from the penalty for our sins.
Romans 3:22-24

Yet we know that a person is made right with God by faith in Jesus Christ, not by
obeying the law. And we have believed in Christ Jesus, so that we might be made
right with God because of our faith in Christ, not because we have obeyed the law.
For no one will ever be made right with God by obeying the law.” Galatians 2:16

Luke 15:11-32- Parable of the Prodigal Sons

For an illustration on Religion vs. The Gospel read Charles Spurgeon’s “The Carrot
and The Horse”

https://matthewzcapps.com/2014/03/31/charles-spurgeons-the-carrot-and-the-horse/

To watch Religion vs. The Gospel, go to
https://thechurchofthecross.net/locations/media/
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